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Analyzing Rates and Statistics of Turkey 

 As one of the only truly 'Eurasian' countries in the world, Turkey has, in recent years, been 

playing an increasingly important role in it's region. With a population of over 75 million, it has 

become a major power in terms of its economy and of its political strength in its spheres of 

influence. Turkey is described as an industrialized emerging market in the global spectrum and is 

also a founding member of the OECD and the G-20 major economies. By reaching out towards both 

the European and the Middle Eastern markets, with the help of a custom union with the European 

Union signed in 1995, Turkey has attempted to diversify its range of exports and international trade. 

 However, the greatest problem which looms over Turkey's uncertain future is that of an 

unfavorable Net Export figure. As Turkey's imports saw a substantial rise to around $162.1 billion 

by 2007, mainly due to the 

rising demand in natural 

resources such as natural 

gas and crude oil, the 

exports were only at 

$115.3 billion. As an 

initiative to balance out the 

negative Net Export (-46.8 

billion $), the Turkish 

government set a target of 

$200 billion by the year of 

2013. Now, as we look back, 
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the target seems almost impossible to reach under the circumstances. The financial crisis, which has 

had a global effect since 2008, coupled with rising oil prices and other factors, was one of many 

reasons which made Turkey's export target hard to achieve. Currently, as of April 2012, Turkey has 

$126.8 billion in exports and $192.7 billion in imports. This results in a Net Export of -65.9 billion 

$, which is evidently much more of a trade deficit than in 2007 (28.98% more to be exact). 

 In terms of population growth, Turkey has had a relatively steady growth in the past 20 years. 

Growing from 56.08 million people to 73.72 million people from 1990 to 2010, Turkey has 

displayed a compound annual 

growth rate (CAGR) of 0.015%. 

The only significant decrease in 

population that can be observed 

occurred in the year of 2007. 

During this time, the population 

went from 71.2 billion people to 

70.6 billion people, later 

recovering back to 71.5 billion 

people in 2008. A reason for the 

slowing down of the population's overall growth rate sources from the fact that the Turkish 

Republic, founded in 1923, is based on values of modernization, secularism and liberalization. This 

meant that the influences of the muslim culture were lessened, and the influences from the western 

world played a more prominent role in the life of Turks than it had before. The drop from 6.12 

children per woman in 1960 to the current 2.11 children per woman was also influenced by other 

factors such as further education of women and more participation of women in the work 

environment, which consequentially increased literacy figures and decreased infant mortality rates. 
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However, the current Prime Minister, Mr. Erdogan, believes that the fertility rate should be around 

2.5 in order to secure a brighter future for Turkey, although Turkey already maintains one of the 

highest rates among OECD countries. 
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