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International Trade Activity of Turkey 

 Turkey, located in the South-eastern Europe, is one of the few countries in the world that are 

befittingly classified as Eurasian. Taking into account the utmost strategic importance of its 

geographical surroundings and its vast and rich cultural and historical heritage, one could say that 

Turkey is a major economic power in its surrounding spheres of influence and its region. As a result 

of the declaration of the Turkish Republic on October 29
th

 1923, the country's economy opened 

itself up substantially more to the international market, in comparison to the Ottoman Empire's era. 

This was due to the sets of principles which were the foundation of the Republic, such as seeking 

modernization, industrialization and abolition of anti-secular elements in the constitution and the 

law system. As a result, Turkey today has various imports and exports, which play a major role in 

sustaining the quality of life and keeping the economy running as a whole. 

 The main imports that are brought into Turkey are petroleum products, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, plastics, iron, steel, vehicles and machinery. The main countries from which 

Turkey imports these goods are members of the European Union (Germany, United Kingdom, Italy, 

France), the United States, Russia and Japan. This can be explained due to the customs union with 

the European Union that Turkey signed in 1995, which enabled greater opportunity for imports and 

exports from Turkey to the European Union member states. Russia plays a great role in Turkish 

imports as it is the main provider of natural gas and crude oil, which are both produced at a high 

efficiency in Russia, notably by the world-class company Gazprom, and mainly due to its 

comparative advantage of having access to the natural resources acquired. Turkey's imports from 

the United States consist mainly of machinery and industrial supplies, which are produced by the 

United States at a much higher efficiency rate, thanks to its comparative advantage in terms of 

technology and experience. 
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 Turkey's main exports around the world are textiles and clothing, agriculture, automotive, 

iron and steel, domestic appliances and chemicals and pharmaceuticals. The main countries that 

Turkey exports it's  products to are European Union members, the United States and Russia. Once 

again, the customs union with the European Union made it favorable for Turkey to trade with the 

member states rather than turn itself to the Middle East market or the Northern African market. 

Textile and clothing both play a major cultural role in the historical economy of Turkey, which adds 

a comparative advantage based on experience for the production of such goods by Turkey. In terms 

of agriculture, Turkey is one of 7 countries in the world that produce enough food to support it's 

own people as well as have a large amount left over to export. One could say that in terms of 

production of agricultural goods, Turkey is somewhat of an autarky. Domestic appliances is also an 

advanced industry in Turkey, as companies such as Vestel and Beko are recognized worldwide for 

their quality and levels of technology in the field of white goods. 
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