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Port of Rotterdam - Analysis 

 The Port of Rotterdam, famous for being the largest port in Europe, is located in the city of 

Rotterdam in the Netherlands. Now covering an area of 105 sq. kilometers, it has always been a 

major location for the docking of ships used in international trade. Today, it's main purpose serves 

as a transit point for products coming from countries all over the globe. On an international 

spectrum, only the newer ports of Shanghai and Singapore have recently surpassed the Port of 

Rotterdam in terms of Total Cargo Tonnage. 

 Consisting mainly of petrochemical shipments and cargo transshipment handling, the 

majority of goods coming into Rotterdam are transported by train or by road to thousands of 

different locations in Europe. Another common way of transporting goods from Rotterdam is 

through the use of river barges or other ships, which are able to navigate through Europe's several 

rivers and flow towards the south. The Port of Rotterdam is operated by the Port of Rotterdam 

Authority, which 

since 2004 is 

owned jointly by 

both the 

municipality of 

Rotterdam and the 

Dutch State. With over 430 million tonnes of cargo per year and an Annual Revenue of over €620 

million, the port has a Net Income of €195 million. The port makes most of it's revenue from harbor 

dues (€320 million) and rental of port sites (€266 million). 

 The Port of Rotterdam authority uses a large amount of its income to invest in the 

infrastructure and maintenance of the port's facilities, reaching over €520 million invested in 2011. 
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A substantial part of the recent investments have been going towards the creation of “Maasvlakte 2”, 

which will serve as an addition to the already existing Maasvlakte, a harbor zone and distribution 

hub for giant containers. The constructions for Maasvlakte 2, which started in 2008, are projected to 

be completed by 2013. Last year, from the €529 million invested in the port, €400 million was 

injected into the construction of this new hub. This is not surprising, due to the fact that the Port of 

Rotterdam Authority is a governmental corporation and therefore does not require very large 

amounts of retained earnings like a private company might. 
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