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Article Commentary 

Peter Stanford’s “Why pushy parents fail to make the grade” is an article published on 

October 25th 2012 in the Daily Telegraph, a British newspaper which is commonly known for its 

mostly conservative values. Although the main idea being portrayed is that of “Tiger Mums” 

negatively affecting their children’s level of academic achievement as is presented in the 

heading, the larger bulk of Stanford’s composition refers to the concept of Slow Education, 

drawn by Eton house master Mike Grenier. This is presented as an alternative to the current 

British educational system which is, according to a certain group of professionals, “hopelessly 

out of sync with what children actually need”, as an attempt to make both parents and people 

working in the educational sector doubt the degree to which it is favorable. Through the use of 

support for his main ideas, strong word choice and literary devices, and a subtle yet effective 

format, the writer attempts to carve the notion of a possible need for change in the educational 

system into the minds of the readers. 

The first paragraph of this article is dedicated to highlighting the downsides of parents 

who attempt to micro-manage their children. Stanford paints a considerably negative image of 

such “tiger mothers and turbocharged dads” by referring to them as “profoundly unsettling” 

from the very beginning of the text. In order to support his idea, Stanford draws from the 

arguments of Mike Grenier and Maurice Holt, the latter of whom is described as “Slow 

Education’s academic guru”. Although the writer extensively discusses these opinions himself, 

much of what is mentioned roots from the concepts presented by Grenier and Holt. One of 
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Mike Grenier’s points is that an overkill of preparation and organization of a child’s life leads to 

“damaging rather than enhancing” their academic potential. However, Stanford clearly states 

that Grenier’s main argument is rather directed towards the supposed “failings of the 

educational system”. Following this, the writer dives deep into the realm of Slow Education as 

an aftermath of the words “So how would his alternative work?”. Through frequent 

incorporation of quotes from both Grenier and Holt, such as “By slow we do not mean lacking 

industry or challenge”, or “Well that is an argument for smaller class sizes” Peter Stanford 

strengthens the voice of his article. He does so in order to both explain various aspects of Slow 

Education as well as offer rebuttals to possible counter-arguments to the educational concept 

presented by himself such as “isn’t Grenier being just a little bit naive?”, in reference to 

custom-tailoring teaching to each student’s needs. In addition to all of this, Stanford makes use 

of celebrity endorsement by mentioning that this “Slow Movement” is heavily promoted by Carl 

Honoré, Canadian journalist and writer. Nevertheless, after carefully weighing out the pros and 

cons of Slow Education and evaluating the feasibility of the reform, the writer comes to the 

ultimate conclusion that “pushy parents will continue to amuse and unsettle the rest of us”. 

Stanford does this by taking into account how realistically Slow Education can actually become 

a nationwide educational technique through implementation of quotes such as “A great idea in 

principle, but a luxury in real terms”. The main issue presented at the end of this article is that 

although the concept is potentially beneficial and could substitute the current educational 
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system, it would be a struggle to provide the means for it, despite even drawing support from 

Prime Minister David Cameron. 

An effective use of diction and literary devices plays a role of substantial importance in 

setting the tone of this article and getting the message through to the public. Already in the 

first line, Peter Stanford uses the metaphor “The pushy parent is a creature of legend” in order 

to show the readers exactly what he is criticizing. There is an apparent presence of the semantic 

field of the beast in this first descriptive paragraph, as can be seen with words such as 

“creature”, “legend”, “tiger” and “myth”. The writer utilizes this to create the sense that that 

those kinds of parents are not ‘normal’, and that something should perhaps be done to fix the 

situation. The words “their sharp elbows” is an excellent example of this, as it suggests that 

tiger mums are ‘pushing aside’ other parents and their children, desperately trying to be in 

front and be the best. Moreover, Peter Stanford successfully adds a personal touch to this 

paragraph with “I’ve met them at the school gates” and “make my own child-rearing”. Doing so 

makes the readers, and especially those who are parents themselves, feel more attached to the 

writer’s words as they can perhaps relate to his experiences or thoughts on the topic. The use 

of metaphors continues to add strength to the text even further on in the article with phrases 

such as “Grenier’s message is swimming against the prevailing tide”, “the brightest light on the 

street” or “the ingredients that make up this nourishing porridge”. Having these metaphors 

amidst chunks of explanation and citations from Grenier and Holt is essential in relaxing the 

environment of the article and keeping the tone of the writer more accessible to the general 
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public. Another focus that Peter Stanford displays in this article in terms of word choice is the 

repetition of “Slow”. As a result of using the terms “Slow Education”, “Slow Movement”, “Slow 

Medicine”, “Slow Finance” and even just “Slow” by itself, the writer develops the brand-name 

of this educational concept. This technique definitely serves well in advertising Slow Education 

and making sure it stays in the minds of the readers well after they have gone through the 

article, which further adds strength to the way in which Stanford conveys his ideas to the public. 

The layout in this article is another essential component of its effectiveness and of the 

way in which it can be interpreted by one. Peter Stanford makes use of different options of 

formatting for his article such as in the heading, subheading, captions and use of visuals. What 

first strikes the eye is the main heading of the text, “Why pushy parents fail to make the grade”. 

This is especially so because not only does this phrase imply that the writer will explain the 

situation, but it also states “pushy parents fail to make the grade”. Upon reading this, the public 

instantly understands what Stanford’s point of view on the issue is, without even having been 

offered any explanation or proof yet. The choice of subheading, which reads “Tiger Mums hold 

children back, says the Eton master behind a ‘slow’ approach to learning”, is another factor in 

the article’s successful layout. Although it acknowledges that the main point is indeed on the 

topic of Tiger Mums, this phrase also hints that the concept of Slow Education plays an 

important part in the text by mentioning the “Eton master” Mike Grenier and his approach to 

education. In this way, the reader knows more or less what to expect and is more likely to 

follow the flow of the article with ease. There are two different types of captions present in this 
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text, one of which is below a photo of Mike Grenier and the other displayed in between the 

lines of the article. The former of the two, which reads “Mike Grenier, Eton house master and 

‘Slow Education’ champion: ‘Micro-managing your children can have a corrosive effect’”, is not 

only a description of the photograph but also incorporates a quote from Grenier himself. By 

referring to him as “champion” of Slow Education, one would think that Peter Stanford is 

putting Grenier up on a pedestal and making him seem like an important figure to the readers. 

This is an essential choice since most of the article depends on the strength and the credibility 

of Mike Grenier’s arguments on the issue. The latter caption, “Our entire education system is 

hopelessly out of sync with what children actually need”, is especially effective due to its 

placement. Stanford places this quote near the end of the article, in the middle of his discussion, 

despite it quoting what was said near the beginning of the text. This caption acts as a summary 

of the common agreement between professionals who promote the concept of Slow Education, 

and reminds the readers of the overall purpose of the article. Finally, the use of images in the 

article also acts as a boost for the writer’s voice. The image of a young student being tutored 

takes up much of the space on the page and is definitely eye-catching relative to other 

components of the article. This visual display of the points being explored by Peter Stanford, 

just like his use of metaphors, creates a friendlier environment and a favorable contrast with 

the chunks of text. Altogether, these crucial choices in formatting and in the presentation of the 

text contribute very much to the writer’s voice and his message to the readers. 
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Without a doubt a strongly written article, Peter Stanford’s “Why pushy parents fail to 

make the grade” gets to the point through a variety of techniques. With the use of supported 

arguments, relevant diction and an effective structure, the writer manages to create something 

which is both efficient and self-critical. Although Stanford concludes by succumbing to the 

future presence of pushy parents, he successfully and irreversibly gets the public to doubt the 

educational systems in place and reconsider Slow Education’s possible benefits, leaving readers 

with a distinct thought to take away from this article. 

 


